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EASTLEIGH ATHLETIC

Freemantle

07/11/1903; Partlands Ground, Ryde

07/11/1903; replay 14/11/1903
Both at Meyrick Park, Bournemouth

07/11/1903; Park Road Ground, Farnborough

07/11/1903;  Fratton Park, Portsmouth

07/11/1903; Replay: 21/11/1903;
Both at Roebuck Ground, Winchester
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HAMPSHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
SENIOR CUP

Season XVII - 1903/04  
 

HOLDERS:
PORTSMOUTH RES 

Club changes since the previous competition
New HSC entrants in this season are:

There were six new entries in the season.  A Winchester F.C. last played in the H.S.C. in 1892/93 and then folded.  
This version of the club was formed as Winchester Swallows in 1891.  South Farnborough (the football section of the 
South Farnborough Games Club) entered having been the Junior Cup holders.  The Portsmouth & District League 
Division 2 champions East Southsea also took part for the first time.  The service clubs were back, the R.G.A. (= 
Royal Garrison Artillery) were from Portsmouth whilst the Aldershot military camp had become settled again and 
were represented for the first time since 1899 by the 1st Scots Guards and the 2nd Grenadier Guards.   

Not competing in this season having taken part in 1902/03 were:
For the first time since the competition started in 1887, all of the clubs that took part in the previous season entered.

Note:
Eastleigh had entered in previous years and appear to have changed its name to Eastleigh Athletic.  The local paper 
tended to refer to the club as 'Athletic' prior to this season but the H.S.C. draws had added the suffix from this 
season.

 

NOTES:

             replay ordered 
          * after extra time

2

Portsmouth Football Mail: Murray scored for Pompey after ten minutes but 
this seemed to put new life into East Southsea who equalised through 
Wigginton.  Platt and Rule (2) added futher first half goals for Pompey 
whilst East Southsea goalkeeper Fookes was called upon to negotiate 
many dangerous shots and he also saved a penalty in the second half.  
Kitto added goal number five and the player was not identified for the sixth 
Pompey goal.  Fookes prevented further goals. Attendance about 2,000.     

.   

The civilian 'first timers' are 
all defeated!

Aldershot News:  The 'Borough' team was not at its strongest whilst the 
Guards were an unknown quantity, a team being experimental in its 
composition.  The home team were in front at the break, Bareham scoring 
neatly over the keeper's head and in.  The Guards' forwards improved in 
the second half, Nichol equalising.  Further goals for the Guards by 
Brierley and a Low daisy cutter from distance gave Searle no chance.    

Portsmouth Football Mail:  Despite the big 
game at Fratton Park (Portsmouth v 
Southampton in the Southern League) a large 
number of enthusiasts lined the ropes.  Rule 
and Brown netted for Pompey with Lockyer 
netting for Gosport Athletic, all the goals 
coming in the first half.  

28/11/1903; Gosport Park, Gosport

27/11/1903; 1st Brigade Recreation 
Ground, Aldershot

Aldershot News:  The game was played in 
driving rain and muddy conditions.  Kelly beat 
the Scots' keeper twice in the first half, by 
which margin the teams crossed over.  The 
Scots pulled a goal back and play became 
exciting and the Grenadier defence worked 
hard to keep the Scots out.  Defender Smith 
cleared off the line to prevent an equaliser. A 
melee around the Scots goal produced a third 
Grenadier goal late in the game.  

Isle of Wight County Press:  The Garrison took the lead through a Muir 
own goal and the homesters equalised from a scrimmage after a corner 
(scorer not identified).  Henley scored the winning goal in the second half.  
It was a stubbornly contested match and a great effort by the Ryde team.  28/11/1903; Partlands Ground, Ryde

Isle of Wight County Press:  This game took on 
many phases at differing periods.  Ryde led 
2-0 but it was 4-2 to the Wonders at half-time 
(Simms and Storey own goal for Ryde, Hunt, 
Williamson 2 and Lean for the visitors).  Ryde 
were awarded two penalties, Williams was 
unsuccessful but Anderson netted his.  Rose 
extended the visitors lead.  Rennie and Hair 
netted for Ryde and Williams atoned for his 
penalty kick failure by sending the winning shot 
home.   

Eleven goal thriller is played on 
the Isle of Wight.

28/11/1903; The Dell, Southampton

10/02/1904; 
Fratton Park, Portsmouth (toss of a coin)

Isle of Wight County Press:  The Guards visited Freemantle 
as unbeaten leaders of the Aldershot Military League and 
brought about 200 enthusiastic supporters with them.  Play 
was fast and furious, both sides exhibiting rattling form.  Minns 
and Hair gave Ryde a two-goal advantage at the interval.  The 
Guards skipper Kelly (who'd played football at Newport) 
reduced the arrears but Rennie (penalty) and Henley added to 
their lead and their passage into the final.    

Most comprehensive 
outcomes at this stage.

Hampshire Independent:  Murray put Portsmouth ahead with a 
grand shot early in the game.  Murray scored a second goal after 
twelve minutes play with a lovely dropping shot.  Rain fell in a 
deluge when the second half started.  Murray scored his and the 
third goal and that was followed by another goal from Burnett.  
Pompey were too strong and overall they monopolized the play.      

Please acknowledge 
hantssoccerarchive.co.uk . 

Compiled March 2024.  E.&O.E.

A win for the amateurs over 
professionals as Ryde repeat the 

outcome from their 1900 success.  An 
appropriate name 'scored' the goal!

OTHER HAMPSHIRE F.A. COMPETITION WINNERS - SEASON 1903/04

JUNIOR CUP FINAL:   ROYAL NAVAL DEPOT  3-0  SHIRLEY WARREN
Saturday 19th March 1904.  At Partlands Ground, Ryde.  Royal Naval Depot had previously been H.S.C. entrants 
(in 1900/01) and they would be back in it for the next season.  Shrley Warren were a Southampton area team.   

MINOR CUP FINAL:  Won by SOUTHAMPTON CAMBRIDGE who defeated PEAR TREE GREEN (another 
Southampton area side).  The teams drew 1-1 in the first game on 12th March 1904 at Shirley Cricket Ground, 
Freemantle.  The replay was scheduled for two weeks' later but the actual result has not yet been traced.

Bournemouth Echo:  The score was 1-1 at ninety minutes and Wanderers 
took the lead only for the game to be stopped due to failing light with five 
minutes of extra time to play.  In the replay, the Wanderers led by 2-0 at 
half-time and added a second half goal to complete a comprehensive win.  

19/03/1904;
The Dell, Southampton (neutral)

Isle of Wight County Press: Both teams had their strongest sides 
available and most of the Pompey team had appeared in their first 
team at some point.  'Jock' White got clear for Ryde but, with a 
good chance, shot the leather against the post.  From a Minns 
corner Score applied his head to it and scored a splendid goal.  In 
the second half Ryde confined their intentions to keeping Pompey 
from equalising. The professionals pounded and hammered away, 
but such a solid front did the 'Reds' present that they could not get 
through. It was a grand and brilliant perfomance against the odds 
by the Ryde team.  Dr. E. H. Stancomb, chairman of Southampton 
Football club awarded the cup and medals to the winning team.  A 
large reception greeted the team at the Esplanade on their return to 
Ryde.       

SEASONAL TRIVIA - 1903/04

The 2nd Grenadier Guards reached the Aldershot Senior Cup final but are defeated by the Army Service Corps.  The Corps had been A.S.C. finialists on three previous occasions but 
this was their first success (they had been H.S.C. semi-finalists in three successive seasons 1897 to 1899 but hadn't entered since).  .... another well known service team from the past 
Royal Engineers (Aldershot), twice winners of the H.S.C., took to the field again and entered the Hampshire Junior Cup.  They reached the semi-final too before losing out away at that 
stage on what the Aldershot News reporter described as 'a turnip field at Shirley Warren'!  ... Southampton are Southern League champions for the third time in four seasons.  

THE CUP FINAL 
LINE-UPS

Ryde 
P. Attrill
A. Fry

W. Rennie
C. J. Minns

F. Score
W. G. Muir

C. Henley (Capt.)
J. White

F. G. Tovey
G. Hair

E. Williams

Portsmouth Res
Harris

A. G. Marshall
Wilkie

Halliday
Chadwick

Cooke
R. G. Marshall

Platt
Rule

W. Smith
Holden

Referee
Mr. J. Stark (London)

Linesmen
Not stated 
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   0

2*

1*

GOSPORT ATHLETIC

BYE

    2

    3

2

3

07/11/1903; Dutton Lane Ground, Eastleigh

Eastleigh Weekly News:  Southampton put a 
strong side out whilst Eastleigh played the 
entire first half with ten men due to a late 
arrival.  Saints, took advantage of this but were 
ahead by only 1-0 at half-time with a goal by 
Spence.  Saints added two more later (not 
identified) with Haxton in defence and Hannam 
in goal preventing a heavier Eastleigh defeat.   

Eastleigh Weekly News:  Jardine, Harris and Knox (with an overhead 
effort) scored the first half goals for Athletic.  There was a single Magpies 
reply before the 'breather'.  Stone 2, Harris and Jeans made up the seven 
goals for Eastleigh, whilst Richards wiped off a little of the deficit from a 
Cavendish pass.  Freemantle forced many corners but all to no avail.    
.   

Hampshire Chronicle:  The first match had been described as the best 
game Winchester ever saw. However, Southampton Reserves played H. 
Turner, an ineligible man who did not reside within the ten-mile radius and it 
had to be replayed at Winchester.  The replay was started by the Mayor 
(Mr. G. Ward).  Turner and Bundy put Saints into a 2-0 lead but good play 
between Byrne and Sawyer brought a goal back.  Sawyer levelled the 
scores but a 'beauty' by Joey Turner put the Saints through.   

http://hantssoccerarchive.co.uk
http://H.S.C.and
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